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Abstract

A Study on literature theory of Lee Usin appeared in
"Yoosanmoongo(H L3 F) 4

Kim, Gi-yeop

The late 18th century in which Lee Usin(Zk{Z) lived was a time of
significant change in literary concept and also that of diverse, intensive
debates in writings. He had conducted his literary activities, closely
interacting with a number of vignette style writers from his young days.
However, considering his life as a Neo-Confucianism master and a moralist,
this kind of his literary activities is quite unconvincing.

This study focuses on his works, particularly written in his early years in
which he used to interact with vignette style writers and the later years in
which he used to concentrate on ethics ideology. The aspect of changes in his
literary tendency was examined to see the change appeared in his attitude
toward literature, targeting his works and description showing the trigger of
such changes. Then in order to figure out his cognition of writings, his prose
in "Yoosanmoongo(#ti113¢#i)s was also analyzed.

There are 23 prose writings in "Yoosanmoongo(#tILI52H)s; 22 were written
by Lee Usin and lepilogue was written by the compiler, Kim Ryeo. Although
Lee Usin didn't leave many works, it is not difficult to presume his literary
direction thanks to Kim Ryeo’s compliments saying that Lee Usin surpasses
the writing style of China’s Tang and Sung Dynasty, and is even comparable
to Sima Qian and Dong Zhongshu along with the writing style of Pre-Qin and
Han.

This study examined the relationship between Tao(i&) and Literature (2)
set by Lee Usin, based on literature(32)-themed arguments in his prose out
of the works contained in "Yoosanmoongo(#IL32#%)s. Basically placing
emphasis on Tao, he also regarded the social function of literature(zz), and
this implies that he tried to expand the function of literature(:z) from



362 RAEXSP 5728

individual academic sphere to common, social sphere.

The study also looked into his point of view on literature(2) by extracting
his mentions about it from his letter writing. He defined literature(32) as the
means to avoid writings for Gwageo and achieve introspection and inner
self-improvement; this is based in his point of view supporting that it is
possible to clarify Tao(#) through literature(32).

We should not make a hasty conclusion to consider his literary perspective
as vignette style only based on parts of his works in his early days. Instead,
it is needed to approach holistically, looking into the writer’s life, transitional
event, or consequent change of his mind. Now it is necessary to set his
literary concept by taking his view of the later years to reflect on the

traditional attitude sticking to embellishment of writing and to realize Tao(i&)
through literature(z2) into account.
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